
PFSC Skating Session Rules
2011-2012 Season

Age Requirements:  
Pittsfield Figure Skating Club accepts skaters ages 3 and up.   We recommend all parents stay and watch their children skate, however, children ten years old and younger MUST have an adult present at all times.
Instructional Requirement:
All skating members of Pittsfield Figure Skating Club are required to obtain a minimum of 15 minutes of figure skating instruction either group, semi-private, or private.   The Power Session does not count towards this requirement.  Skaters age 18 years and older who have passed at least pre-preliminary moves in the field are exempt from this requirement.  
Level Requirements:  Skater must pay attention to the following levels when registering for ice times.	
Sunday Basic Skills Sessions:  Basic Skills Badge Levels ONLY
Sunday Bridge Program:  Passed Basic 5
Monday:  Skater must have passed a USFS test 
Tuesday Basic Skills Sessions: Basic Skills Badge Levels ONLY
Wednesday 6:00 am – 7 am:  Skater must have passed Basic 5
Wednesday all other sessions:  Skater must have passed Basic 8, except 4:15 session must have passed basic 6.
Thursday 6:00 am – 7 am:  Skater must have passed Basic 5
Thursday 4- 4:55 Session:  Skater must have passed Basic 7
Thursday 4:55-5:50 Session:  Skater must have passed Basic 4
Friday all sessions:  Skater must have passed Basic 5
Saturday 4:00 – 4:55 and 4:55 – 5:20: Skater must be have passed Basic 6
Saturday 5:20 – 6:15:  Skater must be have passed Basic 4



Note:
1. Basic Skills skaters on all days except Sunday & Tuesday must be able to move out of the way of higher level skaters who may be skating backwards and/or practicing jumps if they are skating on a session with higher level skaters.

2. Skaters having passed any test in the USFS test structure will not be eligible to skate on Basic Skills Sessions.

Membership Requirements:
Tuesdays & Sundays Basic Skills Sessions:  All Home Club, Associate, and Guest Skaters must have at least Basic Skills Membership. 
All Home Club, Associate, & Guest Skaters must have a USFS membership to skate on a Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and/or Saturday General or Moves In The Field / Dance Sessions, as well as Bridge.
Bridge Program participants must also have a USFS membership.
Session Caps:
Tuesday & Sunday Basic Skills Session: Cap is at the discretion of the Program Director
Bridge Program:  Cap is at the discretion of the Instructors
Power, Stroking & Patch Class:  Cap is at the discretion of the Instructors
All Other Sessions:  Ice is sold to the first 22 skaters requesting a session
General Session Rules:
1. Skaters on these sessions may practice Basic Skills, Moves in the 
Field, Freestyle, Dance, or Pairs.
2. Pros may teach Basic Skills, Moves in the Field, Freestyle, Dance or Pairs.
3. Programs will be played according to the program rules.


Moves in the Field/Dance Session Rules: 
1. The full ice surface is used with concentration on moves in the field patterns and elements as defined in section TR 25.00 of the USFS Rule Book.
2. Skaters may practice only moves in the field patterns and elements or dance patterns and elements.  Dance music may be played.  Also instrumental background music (as provided by the club) may be played when dance music is not being used.  
3. Skaters may not practice Freestyle Programs or Freestyle elements including jumps and spins.  Freestyle Program music may not be played. 
4. Pros may not teach freestyle on moves in the field sessions.

Power, Edge, Stroking Session Rules:
1. The full ice surface is used for group instruction in power, edges, & stroking.  Instruction is provided by club professionals.  
2. Pros may not teach private lessons on this session.
3. Music may be played for the enhancement of the session as determined by the instructing professional.

Basic Skills Session Rules:
1. Skaters on these sessions may practice Basic Skills as defined by the USFS Basic Skills curriculum.
2. Group instruction in all Basic Skills Badges is available.
3. Pros may teach private lessons in Basic Skills only on the free skate portion of these sessions.
4. Members may not purchase ice only sessions on Basic Skill sessions.
5. Program music may be played per club Freestyle program rules and other music may be played at the discretion of the program director. 

Bridge Program Rules:
1. The full ice surface is used for group instruction in Synchronized Skating, Artistry, & Dance.  Instruction is provided by club professionals.
2. Music may be played for the enhancement of the session as determined by the instructing professional.

Buying On to Sessions:

1. Skaters who wish to skate on a session they are not signed up for may do so if there is space available on the session.  
2. Buy on skaters are accepted on a first come, first served basis.  
3. The skater must meet the appropriate level and membership requirements for the requested session. 
4. You may not buy on to ANY session until 1 hour prior to the session.  You must be present at the rink to sign up for a buy-on.  PFSC allows for 22 skaters to buy the entire session for the season.  No more than 22 skaters will be allowed to skate on a session. 
5. All buy-on fees must be paid prior to the skater getting on the ice.  PFSC does not allow for the accumulation and/or billing of buy-on fees.
6. Sold slots can become available for a buy on when the owner informs the club that they will be absent for a particular session in advance.  If a skater is late, but has not notified anyone about the absence, another PFSC member may buy on to the slot at his/her own financial risk.  If the registered skater arrives at any time during the session, he/she will resume his/her paid spot and the buy-on skater will need to exit the ice without reimbursement. 
7. 
Club Professionals Ice Policy for Cancelled Lessons:
1. In the event a club professional experiences a “no show” for a planned lesson, the PFSC offers the opportunity for the club pro to utilize that ice time to skate for themselves at no charge.
2. If the lesson was booked during Basic Skills days/times the above rule will apply provided there is no interference with the Basic Skills Program.  

Guest Skaters:
1. Guest Skaters who are not Pittsfield Figure Skating Club Home Club or Associate Members may buy-on to sessions with space available provided the guest meets PFSC membership requirements as noted under the “Membership Requirements” section of these rules.  
2. Guests may buy on to any session with space available a maximum of 3 times.


Freestyle Program Rules:

1. Skaters’ programs are to be played on a first come first served basis.
2. Skaters in lessons with a Pro lesson requests take priority.  Pro lesson requests are to be played next in line bumping back any skater on deck or next in line who is not in lesson.  Pro lesson requests will be honored a maximum of twice per skater per session. Additional Pro requests will be placed in line behind skaters not yet having had a program played. Pros should not request a program to be played for a skater after the lesson is over.
3. During show rehearsals, Pro requests for their group’s music will be given the same priority as a regular Pro lesson request and honored a maximum of twice per group per session.  
4. Skater’s requests for programs will be honored once per skater per session. If time allows a skater’s program may be played a second time or a second program may be played after all first time requests have been honored.
5. Skaters who will be having a lesson during a session are asked to hold program requests until the time of the lesson.  Skaters should check with their Pro prior to the start of the session to find out if their program will be requested during lesson time.
6. Skaters should not wait until the end of the session to request that their program to be played.  
7. Each session begins a new priority list.  If you skate multiple sessions in a row, the skater must sign up again during the next session if their program was not played.
8. Requests for dance music will also be honored on a first come first served basis with Pro lesson requests taking priority.  Please note that a request for dance music during a general session does not count as a program request.
9. Skaters are reminded to have their program CDs at the monitor station prior to the start of the session.  
10. Any skater skating a program must wear the designated vest.  Skaters should be ready to skate with a vest on when their program turn is announced.  Please pay attention to the monitor’s announcements.  Any skater not on the ice when their program is announced will forfeit their turn and their program will be placed at the end of the line.
11. Skaters should remember that the skater wearing the vest has the right of way.  All skaters should be aware of what is going on around them.

Competitors Clear Ice Rules:

1. Home club and Associate member Skaters competing a program in a competition will be allowed one clear ice prior to competition.
2. A sign-up sheet for Clear Ice will be posted at the rink.  The skater or their Pro must sign up noting the sessions the skater is available.  Sign-up must be made at least one week prior to the time being requested so that scheduling may be done.  The Rules and Ice Chair will notify the skater and Pro of the scheduled time.
3. Clear Ice requests will not be honored on any session scheduled for dance partnering.
4. A maximum of 3 clear ice per session will be allowed per session.
5. Pros will be allowed to continue teaching during clear ice with the right of way given to the skater having clear ice.

Show Rehearsal Ice:

1. During the show rehearsal time period to be determined annually by the Board of Governors, pros will be allowed to conduct a show rehearsal when necessary on any session, regardless of the level of the ice, to accommodate for the need for sufficient show rehearsals.  Every effort should be made to adhere to the standing session rules and this alternative should be used only when no other alternative is available.  Skaters not in show rehearsal will still be expected to follow the standing session rules.  This option is intended only for the purpose of Pro’s teaching a show rehearsal.
2. Music will be played according to the standing session rules.  Pros may use a “boom box” to play programs during this time on any session not allowing for programs to be played.  Every effort should be made to keep the volume level on the “boom boxes” down so as not to interfere with the loudspeakers and other Pros.
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